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Study Abroad – Application 
 
  
 Application may be by application form (paper or online), CV or both. Application 
forms are usually similar, asking for personal background details (but not usually requiring 
information on your preuniversity education) one or two academic references and 
a personal  statement. 
 
 

Personal Statements 
  
 Personal statements are frequently required in applications for postgraduate study. It 
is one of the main mechanisms for providing evidence to postgraduate course providers that 
a course is right for you and that you have the potential to achieve the learning outcomes 
required. You are typically allowed about 1 page of A 4 (250 – 500 words) to „sell yourself“. 
Sometimes you will simply be asked to „provide evidence in support of your application“. 
Sometimes, you will be given a clear indication of what you should write, but in the absence 
of this, here are some guidlines. Don´t use the same statement for all applications. Each 
statement will need a slightly different emphasis, depending on the university you are 
applying to. Make sure that you answer the questions asked in each statement. Research the 
university and research area. 
 
Use good English. Read your statement very carefully. Do your draft on a word – processor 
and spell and grammar check in, but also give it to a friend to read. Be clear and concise. Stay 
with prescribed word limits. Type the statement if your hand writing is at all poor. Be 
positive and enthusiastic. 
 
Give your statement a structure with an introduction, a main body and a conclusion. The 
opening paragraph is important as it is here that you grab the reader´s attention or lose it. 
This paragraph becomes the framework for the rest of the statement. The middle section 
might detail your interest and experience in your particular field, as well as your knowledge 
of the field. Be as specific as you can in relating what you know about the field and use the 
language professionals use in conveying this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Possible content for your statement. 
 

 Why do you want to do the research? 
  Write your real reasons. Write about any projects you have done if they are 
  relevant, demonstrate relevant skills. Mention any prizes you have won, also 
  travel or study abroad. 

 Why this subject? 
  How have you learned about this field? When did you become   
  interested in this field, what insights have you gained? 

 Why this university? 

 What academic skills have you got to offer? 

 What personal skills can you offer? e.g. ability to work in a team, with little 
supervision. 

 What are your career aims? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taken and abridged from: 
 
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/postgradmenu.htm 
http://www.both.ac.uk/careers/postradstudy/statements.html 
 
In case of interest other internet sources: 
 
Example of Personal Statement (American sample statement): 
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/PersonalStatementPostgraduateSurgery 1 
 
Example of academic references: 
http://www.strath.ac.uk/career/uni_staff/writingacademicreferences/exampleofacademicre
ferences/ 
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Examples of Letters: 
 
 
Application for Study 
  
 
       Rádiologická klinika 
       Univerzitná nemocnica Martin 
       Kollárova 2 
       Slovenská Republika 
 
       September 8, 2010 
 
 
 
The Secretary 
Department of Radiology 
Universtity of Leeds 
Woodhouse lane, 
Leeds, LS 1 
England 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
 I would be grateful if you could send me information about postgraduate study in the 
Department of Radiology. I am a Slovak doctor with a medical degree from the Domestic 
Universtity in Bratislava and with 10 year´s clinical experience at University hospital in 
Martin, including work in the Department of Radiology. 
  
 I should be grateful for your advice on the facilities for Ph.D. study in your 
department, and, if my application proves to be successful, when might be a suitable time to 
come to England? 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Peter Mokrý, MD 
 
      
Source: Parkinson, J.:A Manual of English for Doctors, Longman Group UK Limited 1991 



Letter of Reference 
 
 
       Rádiologická klinika 
       Univerzitná nemocnica Martin 
       Kollárova 2 
       Slovenská Republika 
   
       August 3, 2010 
 
 
Professor C. Sands 
Department of Radiology 
University of Leeds 
Wood house lane, 
Leeds, LS 1 
England 
 
Re:  Peter Mokrý (MD) 
        Assistant Professor 
        JLF UK Martin 
 
 
Dear Professor Sands 
 
 Thank you for your letter of March 20 in which you requested a brief reference 
regarding doctor Mokrý. I am happy to commend him to your University. 
 During the time of his appointment in the Department of Radiology (2000 - ) he has 
been a stimulating and valuable member of our team. His clinical skills in Radiology were 
soon evident from the moment of his inception in University hospital. After a year´s 
fellowship in radiology in Prague he proved to be an experienced radiologist and takes share 
in imaging techniques work in several local and regional medical centers. He is also an 
excellent teacher of radiology at Jessenius Faculty of Medicine and participates in teaching 
both Slovak and foreign students. 
 In  spite of a severe illness in 2004, from which he has now recovered, his strenght of 
character truly showed itself, and his colleagues have impressed at his cheerful 
uncomplaining persistence in adversity. He is hard – working and reliable member of our 
university whom I have no dificulty in recommending to you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Milan Čermák, MD PhD 
Head of Department 
Department of Radiology        
 
 
Source: Parkinson, J.:A Manual of English for Doctors, Longman Group UK Limited 1991 


